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Holy Week and Easter at 
Williamsburg UMC 

Global Health Initiative of the United Methodist 
Committee On Relief 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Nigeria Crisis Fund 

Carolina Honduras Health Foundation 

Kairos Prison Ministry 

Avalon: A Center for Women & Children 

Lackey Free Clinic 

GLOBAL OUTREACH 

Beneficiaries For 
Lenten Offering  

LOCAL OUTREACH 

A Portrait of the 

Living Last Supper 
 

By Ernest K. Emurian 
 

Thursday, April 2 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Directed by Lou-Anne Smith and Donna Herman 
 

Leonardo  da Vinci was born in Vinci, Italy in 
1452.  “The Last Supper” is one of his most famous 
paintings, one commissioned by the Duke of Milan 
in 1494 for the decorating of the dining room of the 
convent church.  For the theme of this dining room, 
da Vinci chose “The Last Supper,” but instead of 
setting the portrait in its accurate location, first cen-
tury Palestine, da Vinci painted the scene in fif-
teenth century Italy.  He wanted to capture the 
most dramatic moment of “The Last Supper”- that 
moment where Jesus reveals to his chosen twelve 
that one of them will betray Him.   

In “A Portrait of the Living Last Supper,” Ernest 
K. Emurian gives us a glimpse into this intimate 
Passover meal in the upper room.  His drama helps 
us to hear the thoughts of each apostle as he pon-
ders his time with Jesus.  Each man remembers 
special moments of his exceptional friendship with 
the Master, including their meeting and the moment 
where he made the decision to follow Jesus.  And 
now each is left wondering which one of them is the 
betrayer.  This repulsive thought is echoed in each 
man’s heartbreaking question:  “Is it I?”   

You are invited to experience the Passover meal 
in that upper room, and to see and hear “The Last 
Supper” on Thursday evening (Holy Thurs-
day/Maundy Thursday) at 7:00 p.m. in our church 
Sanctuary.  As we become one with the thoughts of 
the apostles, we may also wonder:  “Is it I?”   

Following the drama, Holy Communion will be 
served by the apostles and our pastors.   

**Childcare is available for all Services  
except Easter Sunrise** 

Palm Sunday, March 29 

Worship at 8:15 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 2 

A Living Portrait of the Last Supper  
Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Good Friday, April 3 

Worship at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday, April 4 

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt  
& Lunch at 11:00 a.m. 

 

Easter Sunday, April 5 

Sunrise Service at 6:30 a.m. 

Traditional Worship - 8:00, 9:30 & 
11:00 a.m. 

(Sunday School will not be held  
Easter Sunday) 
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Do you have an 
article for the 
Newsletter? 

 

If you would like to submit an article for publica-
tion in the Messenger, the deadline for submittals is 
the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be 
typed or neatly printed, limited to a 1/2 page in 
length and are subject to editing for grammar, 
spelling and content.  Please submit by e-mail to 
Lianne Koch at lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  
Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

GOD SEES ALL,  
GOD HEARS ALL,  

GOD LOVES ALL 
It is not always easy to make a disciplined effort 

to have a regular time to spend in prayer.  We tend 
to be in perpetual movement, our minds wander, 
the phone rings, or any number of other things take 
our attention away from spending time with God.  
James  5:13 tells us “Are any among you suffering?  
They should pray.  Are any cheerful?  They should 
sing songs of praise.”  This tells us that no matter 
the circumstances we should be in prayer! 

There is no right or wrong way to pray.  Center-
ing prayer is calming yourself and listening to God.  
Intercessory prayer is praying for others. There is 
body praying which involves movement.  Praying 
the scripture is another method of praying. 

It isn’t necessarily the way we pray that matters 
or whether we sit, kneel, or stand.  It isn’t about 
whether we speak out loud in narrative or make 
lists, or say one-word prayers 
throughout the day.  What mat-
ters most is that we do pray 
intentionally and faithfully, 
pouring out all our joys and 
fears to God who sees all, 
hears all, and loves all. 

 

For more information about our 
Prayer Ministry,  

contact Cindy Banek (229-1771) or 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org.                            

The Flowering Cross 
 

The Flowering 
Cross . . .  is a tradition 
at this church.  Bring a 
flower when you come 
Easter Sunday and place 
it on the large cross on 
the front lawn. 

Annual Easter Egg 
Hunt & Lunch 

 

Saturday, April 4 from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

For children ages birth through 5th grade.  
Please bring one dozen (12) filled plastic eggs per 
child participating and place them in the designated 
collection bin in the atrium by April 1.  Eggs may 
be filled with wrapped candy and stickers – no 
small toys, please. 

Questions?  Contact Cindy Banek 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org or (229-1771). 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

Matthew’s version of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount concludes 
with a parable about building solid foundations:  “Everyone then 
who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise 
man who built his house on rock.  The rain fell, the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, be-
cause it had been founded on rock.  And everyone who hears these 
words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man 
who built his house on sand.  The rain fell, and the floods came, 

and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell—and great was its fall!” (Matthew 7:24-27)  Per-
haps, what Jesus is saying is that we are Christians under construction, trying to build a life that really mat-
ters.  In our church I hear stories all the time of hundreds of you who are putting God first and practicing 
random acts of kindness on a daily basis.  I can only imagine what God might choose to do with these simple 
acts of devotion.  

Williamsburg UMC is known in the community for being a church that opens its doors to serve the needs 
of people who are hurting and are looking for a solid foundation upon which to build their lives.  Frequently, 
people will stop me in the church lobby and ask, “What’s going on here today, the parking lot is nearly full?”   
Quite honestly, it’s like that most days of the week.  No one needs to ask me the question that haunts a lot 
of our churches, “If our church were to close its doors, would it be missed?”  WUMC most certainly would be 
missed.  We have a reputation in our community as a church that cares and invests in the lives of the broken.  
The church is excited and vital.  We are living out one of the core values of our mission – “the transformation 
of the world.” 

Outreach is a passion at our church.  Members serve weekly at our Respite Care Center and at help cen-
ters in the community, such as FISH.  We prepare school backpacks for needy school kids in our local 
schools.  We support an orphanage in Honduras.  Our youth participate in mission trips with Jeremiah Project 
that does home repairs for low income families.  Our people care about those outside our walls. 

This year we have taken a leap of faith to provide an alternative worship service on the second Tuesday 
of the month, Messy Church, for folks who don’t come to worship on a Sunday morning.  We are very grate-
ful for the many new faces we continue to see at this service.  When we had to purchase 10 high chairs, we 
knew we were meeting a spiritual need in the community.  Messy Church requires a lot of volunteer help with 
food, crafts, games and other activities.  Some of our youth are helping out with a youth praise band.  

These acts of devotion on the part of our members serves to make our church a vital congregation in this 
community.  Lives are being changed in the name of Jesus Christ through our service and outreach.  We are 
helping people build their lives on a solid foundation.  That’s food for thought. 

Meets in Fellowship Hall Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m.  
& Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Paul’s Letter to the Romans is the single most influential letter written to 
Christians in the first century. This letter has shaped Christianity as no other doc-
ument. Its phrases are the stuff out of which reformations and revolutions are 
formed. Many of our great theologians, such as Augustine, Luther, Wesley, and 
Barth, have been greatly influenced by this one writing. Our spring Bible study 
will focus on this magnificent epistle.  We will have nine sessions on Wednesday 
evenings and Thursday mornings beginning April 8 and 9 and ending on June 3 
and 4.  Join us in Fellowship Hall for this provocative study of Romans. 

Senior Pastor’s Bible Study 
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Thoughts from Kay On Worship 
 

By Associate Pastor Kay Barré 

It’s Sunday morning, and you wake up gradually.  Rising from bed to greet the day, you get dressed, 
have a cup of coffee and breakfast, and head to church—at least if you are one of the 35% of Americans 
who attend church weekly.  That’s down from 37% a decade ago, according to the Pew Research Center.  
However, studies show that respondents say they attend services more often than they actually do attend 
church.  Which just goes to show, if you are here for Sunday morning worship, you’re in an elite minority. 

But what exactly is worship?  The word itself comes from the Old English word weorthscipe, or worth-
ship, i.e., giving something worth.  When we worship, we state that God is worthy of our devotion.  Andy 
Glascott and I discussed this issue with our confirmation class this week, and we decided that worship may 
look different in different contexts.  Some churches are formal and quiet, others may lift hands and dance in 
the aisle.  I think we’d all agree that God loves all our worship as long as it is genuinely offered to God’s glo-
ry.   In the Gospel of John, we are told: “A time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and 
his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."  (John 4:23-24)  God wants us to worship--to praise and 
pray and sing and celebrate with our whole selves. 

So as Christians we both value worship for ourselves, and we see what it can do for others.  God has 
done so much in our own lives, and we want to offer the blessings we have found there with those who are 
not yet part of the church.  In Methodist speak, we want to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor-
mation of the world”.  One important way we are doing that here at WUMC is through our new worship ser-
vice, Messy Church.  Yes, there are lots of activities, games, crafts, noise, food, and fun in addition to prayer 
and bible teaching, but it is all “in spirit and truth”, to the glory of God.  Messy Church is worship!  And, most 
excitingly, it is worship that attracts mostly those who are not already coming to worship on Sunday morn-
ings. 

In this final week of Lent, I invite you to pray about how you can 
commit to more frequent or more heartfelt worship in your own life.  
There are so many special opportunities to get our souls ready for East-
er, including an exciting Living Last Supper drama on Maundy Thursday 
(see Holy Week schedule) that you won’t want to miss.  Pray for power-
ful worship.  Pray for authentic worship.  Pray for transformative wor-
ship.  Let us open our hearts to God, that our lives may be made new 
again this Easter. 

Save the date . . . April 26 
 

WUMC has a long-standing relationship with Latvian-American Pastor Gita Mednis as she serves in her 
home country of Latvia.   In 2006 a mission team from WUMC volunteered at the Hope Center, a home for 
unwed teenage mothers established by Gita.   Some in our congregation have maintained ties with Gita and 
some have returned to volunteer there.  WUMC provides support for the Hope Center and also to the Meth-

odist Church in Paplaka. 

On Sunday, April 26, Gita will worship with us.   She will speak briefly at both church ser-
vices and will share the story of Methodism in Latvia with Sunday School classes in the Fel-
lowship Hall.   In addition, she will attend Youth Group on Sunday evening. 

Be sure to mark your calendars to hear Gita and to learn how WUMC is involved in mis-
sion in Latvia.  

   

Global Outreach Team 
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Williamsburg United Methodist 
Women 

April 2015 – UMW Circle Meetings 
 

Susanna Wesley Circle – Wednesday, April 1 at 10:00 a.m.  We will have a tour of Literacy 
for Life at the Rita Welsh Adult Learning Center at The College of William & Mary.  After the 
tour there will be a short business meeting at the center and lunch at Opus 9.  
 

Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, April 7 at 9:45 a.m. in Room 309.   Our speaker will be 
Nancy Robinson talking about her mission work in Africa.  Lunch will follow at a local restaurant. 
 

Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, April 7 at 1:30 p.m. in the Chambrel Activities Room.   The program will be 
about the Society of St. Andrew. 
 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, April 13 at 9:30 a.m. in Room 309.   (Please note change in date and loca-
tion.)  Our speaker will be Mary Spence. 
 

Friendship Circle – Monday, April 13 at 10:30 a.m. in the church den.   Our speaker will be Rev. Rebecca 
Glass from the Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center. 
 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, April 14 at 1:00 p.m. in the church den.   Pat Sumrall will be our speaker talk-
ing about her life as a general’s wife and her Christian journey. 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, April 14 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309.  Our guest speaker will be Penny 
Harriger talking about the Hospitality House connected with MCV.  We will also be discussing our summer 
canning projects. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle  – Tuesday, April 21 at 10:30 a.m. at the Williamsburg Landing Main Building 
in the Auditorium (on the kitchen side).  Bishop Hasbrouck Hughes will speak about the Society of St. An-
drew. 

 

Important Date(s) to Remember 
 

WUMW Sunday – April 19 
 

WUMW Board Meeting – Monday, April 27 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309. 

UMW Book Club 
The next meeting of the UMW Book Club will be Monday, April 13 at 7:00 p.m., at the home of Carol Brin-

kley, 207 Old Cart Road, Powhatan Secondary.  We will be reading and discussing, Alone and Invisible No 
More—How Grassroots Community Action and 21st Century Technologies Can Empower Elders to Stay in 
Their Homes and Lead Healthier Happier Lives, by Allan S. Teel, M.D., in the Nurturing for Community cate-
gory.  For more information, contact Carol Brinkley (258-0617) or cpbrinkley@aol.com. 

Reading for upcoming months: 

 May – Beaded Hope by Cathy Liggett (Education for Mission Category) 

 June – Not Just a One Night Stand: Ministry with the Homeless by John Flowers 

& Karen Vannoy (Social Action Category) 

This is a great time to join the UMW Book Club.  All are welcome.  Come join us! 

mailto:cpbrinkley@aol.com
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Join us Saturday, April 18 from 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 
p.m. at the Two Rivers Country Club (1400 Two Riv-
ers Road, Williamsburg, VA 23185) in the Gover-
nors' Land community for our Women’s Retreat.  
The theme of the retreat will be:  "Coming Closer to 
God in Prayer".  The cost is $50.00 per person 
which covers lunch and gratuity. 

Registration brochures are available at Connec-
tion Corner.  Make checks payable to WUMC 
with Women’s Retreat on the memo line.  Re-
turn the form to the church office with your pay-
ment by April 14. 

For more information, contact Jeanne Forrest 
(503-3550) or Mary L. Brett Wright (571-216-8372). 

Women's Retreat 

Stephen Ministry 
 

"Why don't you try this?"  
When you are going through tough 
times, everyone has advice.  But 
often it isn't advice you need--it's 
caring.  Stephen Ministers are 
trained to give this care by listen-
ing instead of telling you what to 
do. 

Earth Day Give-Away 
In honor of Earth Day, the Green Committee is 

sponsoring a free plant giveaway on Sunday, April 
26 in the atrium.  We will have all kinds of plants 
which you may take and plant in your yard.   

All plants are FREE.  If you 
have any plants that you 
would like to donate, we 
will be happy to take 
them.  Just bring them 
that morning. 

 

The Green Committee 

The Silver Saints (50-plus) will meet in the Fel-
lowship Hall on Wednesday, April 8 at noon.  Our 
guest speaker will be Art Grant, current president of 
the Christopher Wren Association.  He will provide 
information about the variety of opportunities for 
life-long learning through the association.   Please 

bring a dish to 
share, $1.00 dona-
tion for the chicken 
and food items for 
FISH.  All are wel-
come!   

Questions?  Contact 
Loretta & Art 

Heezen (565-2518). 

Silver Saints Luncheon 

Our next breakfast of coffee and donuts will be 
held in Wesley Hall April 4 at 8:00 a.m.  Cost is 
$5 per person.  Christina Clarke, Ph.D. (Audiology), 
will present a subject of interest to us all:  How to 
know when you have a hearing problem; the effects 
of hearing loss on cognitive function-
ing, personal relationships and daily 
life; how to assess hearing defi-
ciencies; advances in technol-
ogy; and current hearing aid 
options.  Wives are invited. 
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“…your wait time  
is currently less than 

7 minutes…” 
 

I’m online trying to book the tickets for the Chris 
Tomlin/Rend Collective/Tenth Avenue North concert 
in 11 days.  It’s only 7 minutes.  Hardly a lifetime, 
and it will pass soon enough, but my impatience is a 
symptom of the world we live in.  Now.  Instant.  
On my desk yesterday. 

Over this weekend I’ll be spending time with 
other youth ministers from the district and their 
youth groups, and it’s almost inevitable when you 
put a bunch of youth workers in a room together 
that the “how big is your group?” question will be 
asked.  It’s an instinct, but not a good one.  But it is 
an understandable one.  How do we measure 
growth in a church or in a youth group?  

It’s easy to see the numbers – are the pews full 
each week?  Is the youth center getting busier?  But 
it’s much less easy to quantify and measure spiritual 
growth, personal maturity and so on.  As I write, 
we’ve had 35 different teenagers at youth group 
since Christmas, (not all at the same time) and a 
number of them are currently going through confir-
mation classes before the Confirmation service on 
Sunday, March 22.  There has definitely been 
growth in all of them over recent weeks. Indeed, 
I’ve seen growth in all the teenagers in our youth 
program over the year or so I’ve been here – prob-
ing questions, mature discussion and debate of 
Scripture as well as innumerable wonderfully funny 
and sometimes downright silly moments.  

But still we play the numbers game.  Last fall I 
set a target of 16 middle school and 4 high school 
students going on the summer mission trips.  At the 
time of writing, 15 middle school and 7 high school 
places have been booked.  Final numbers may yet 
go up or down, but both of these trips will provide 
all sorts of growth opportunities for deep reflection, 
service, faith steps and worship.  It is a real joy and 
honor to be part of it, to see the growth and the life 
changing experiences.  Please continue to pray for 
growth; spiritually, emotionally, physically, safely for 
our teenagers.  Oh, and yes, for more 
people, of all ages, to hear the 
Gospel – after all, we can’t 
ignore the numbers 
game! 

Andy Glascott, 
Youth Director 

 ECMS Teachers  

Honored  

by Virginia Symphony 
 

Music in Our Schools Month is the National As-
sociation for Music Education’s annual celebration 
during March which engages music educators, stu-
dents and communities from around the country in 
promoting the benefits of high quality music educa-
tion programs in schools.  

At its March 12 concert in Williamsburg, the Vir-
ginia Symphony Orchestra honored two of our Early 
Childhood Music School teachers.  Cindy Freeman 
(left) and Paulette Amory (right), were among six 
Hampton Roads teachers recognized as Outstanding 
Music Educators.   

Registration is underway for fall 2015 classes 
(including group piano for young-at-heart adults) 
and a five-day Summer Camp (July 20-24).  For fur-
ther information, contact Cindy Freeman (229-1771) 
or cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org.   

Meets Wednesday, April 14 

All are welcome for our intergenerational  
art projects!  The activity for April is  
Confetti Rain.  Come to Room 303  

from 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. to  
discover the artist within you!  For further  

information, contact Michelle Johnson  
johnsonhoorah@yahoo.com. 

Creator’s  
Kids  

mailto:cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:johnsonhoorah@yahoo.com
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“God moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform.”  Most of us have heard variations of that ex-
pression quoted from time to time but did we realize they are from a hymn written by English poet William 
Cowper.  A contemporary of John Newton (author of “Amazing Grace”) with whom he wrote his Olney 
Hymns, Cowper was the most popular poet of his time in England.  In a recent addition to our library, author 
Louise Risk uses Cowper’s own letters and poems to paint a complete portrait of this talented and often tor-
mented man who overcame mental breakdowns to create a body of enduring work.  Look for this most inter-
esting book on display in the Library foyer. 

Spring is in the air and featured children’s selections include books on the environment.  Consider how 
EARTH DAY IS EVERYDAY, explore the CURIOUS GARDEN, peek in A HOUSE 
IS A HOUSE FOR ME, and discover WHERE DOES GARBAGE GO?  In addition, 
among the many books about Easter check out THE LEGEND OF THE SAND DOL-
LAR, THE FLOWERING CROSS and EASTER IN THE GARDEN. 

 

“Let your bookcases and your shelves be your gardens and your  
pleasure-round.  Pluck the fruit that grows therein, gather the roses, the  

spices and the myrrh.” – Judah Ibn Tibbon 

Library News 

Have You Gotten 
Messy Yet?  

Messy Church is a multigenerational worship 
service that meets for two hours on the second 
Tuesday of every month here at WUMC (that’s April 
14!).  The service includes a welcome time, crafts 
and games, celebration time and a shared sit-down 
meal.  Messy Church is a new expression of worship 
that particularly reaches out to young families, the 
unchurched, people with special needs, and others 
who are looking for a different church experience.  
We’ve been blessed to have attendance of over 100 
(and up to 150!) each month.   

Get involved!  If 
you want to help 
touch lives through 
Messy Church, join 
the planning team or 
sign up to lead a par-
ticular activity that 
uses your gifts and 
skills.   

Contact Cindy Banek (229-1771) or 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org  to find out how 

you might serve.   

Everest:  Conquering Challenges with  
God’s Mighty Power! 

This year we have a new schedule:  join us on 
Sunday, June 28 from 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
for VBS fun and an ice cream social.  Then we will 
meet June 29 – July 2 (Monday through 
Thursday) from 9:00 a.m. to noon in our usual 
time slot.  VBS is open to children ages 3-years-old 
to rising 6th grade.  Register now in the Atrium or 
Connection Corner.  Volunteers can sign–up, too! 

School 
Vacation Bible  

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org


 

10 

United Way Event 
Love to eat and support a good cause?  Some of the best restaurants in town are participating in an up-

coming event, Rebuilding Lives, Friday, May 1 from 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at Legacy Hall in New Town 
(4301 New Town Avenue).  Admission is FREE, and heavy hors d'oeuvres and dessert will be served.  For 
more information, or to RSVP: liz.vestal@uwgw.org.  This is a fundraiser benefiting the United Way of 
Greater Williamsburg Guest House Re-entry Program. 

The WUMC Local Outreach committee supports many outstanding local 
agencies, including the United Way Guest House Re-Entry program.  Re-
Entry provides supportive housing for individuals returning to the commu-
nity after jail or prison time.   

“I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care  
of me, I was in prison and you visited me.”  Matthew 25:36 

Local Outreach Acts On Your Behalf 

Olde Towne Medical & Dental Center (OTMDC) received a donation of $2,000 from our church in 

February.  OTMDC serves uninsured and medically underserved residents.  They currently average more 
than 1,350 medical and dental patient visits per month. 

United Way is key in supporting the Greater Williamsburg Outreach Mission (GWOM), the interfaith or-

ganization that implemented the Community Resource Center, the 3e Restoration Process, and the Winter 
Shelter we have hosted for 3 years.   

Thank you.  WUMC regularly receives thank you notes from organizations that benefit from 

your contributions.  A recent note from FISH says “The Williamsburg area churches continue to provide a 
large portion of our financial support and many of our volunteers, all who serve without financial compen-
sation.  Without that support, our work would not be possible.”  

Re-supplying school supplies in the winter is critical.  By now children’s supplies, as well as the sup-

plies stored at each school, are well depleted.  In March, Matthew Whaley Elementary and Berkeley 
Middle Schools each received 4 boxes of supplies from WUMC. 

Encouraging, equipping and empowering are the goals of the 3e Restoration Process in Greater Wil-

liamsburg.  Through it faith communities join Friends or Families in Need in a transition from homelessness 
and extreme poverty to self-sufficiency.  Co-founder Rev. Fred Liggin met with interested congre-
gants at WUMC on February 28.  

Advent and Lenten Special Offerings allow our church to support new community needs as they arise, 

as well as provide extra funding for our church’s legacy outreach.  FISH, the 3e Restoration Process, 
and Peninsula Pastoral Counseling each received a $2,064 contribution from the Advent Offer-
ing.  

Cookies, cookies, cookies!  We need homemade cookies for the Kairos Prison Ministry retreat 

at Greensville Correctional Center April 23–26.   Kairos recommends peanut butter, oatmeal, chocolate chip, 
molasses, or sugar cookies.  Due at church by noon April 22.  Check the bulletin for details.   

Hygiene kits assembled at WUMC were provided to attendees at the Hands Together Event February 

23 at the Quarterpath Recreation Center.  Hands Together was a one-stop shop where homeless people 
could connect with resources and services they needed.   

 

Local Outreach Team 

mailto:liz.vestal@uwgw.org
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Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers  
go out to the families of 
those who have passed 
away during the month 

of March: 

Beverly Hailey,  

mother of Chris Hailey  

given in memory of Harold P. Clark from 

Memorial Giving  

 Sheridan Dartmouth Journal Services, Inc 

given to Respite Care  
in memory of Anne DeGise from 

 Ms. Ruth Geary 

given to Respite Care  
in memory of Denny O'Berry from 

 Larry & Sylvia Allgood 

Sign Up Now! 
 

Living Fully, Dying Well, and Figuring Out How to Do Both  
 

They say that nothing is certain but death and taxes.  And yet the only one most 
people want to talk about is taxes.  We don’t like talking about death.  It scares us.  
It unnerves us.  And yet, like every tree and every bird and every living thing under 
heaven, we all will someday die.  The question then is not, “How do we avoid death?” 
but “How do we live until we die?”  And all of us hope the answer is, “We live well.  
We live fully.  We live with purpose and joy and meaning.  We live connected to God 
and to one another.” 

Yet, if we are afraid to talk about dying, those very fears can thwart our ability to live as fully as possible 
as long as possible.  Beginning Sunday, April 12 from 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., we will offer a 10-week class on 
Living Fully, Dying Well.  This curriculum was developed by United Methodist Bishop Rueben Job and has 
been taught here at WUMC a number of times.  It includes a weekly video component, a participant book, 
access to a variety of helpful resources and information, a session covering the basics of wills and advance 
medical directives, guidance on talking with loved ones about the things that matter most, and a field trip to 
a funeral home and the Hospice House, all within the context of Christian faith.  The class will offer both 
practical and spiritual guidance on how to plan for the end of life so that we can live as fully as possible dur-
ing the span of life.  But, perhaps more importantly, the class will help us figure out how to talk with the peo-
ple around us about what matters most to us as we move toward the closing chapters of life, both our own 
lives and the lives of those we love. 

Who is this class for?  Anyone wanting to embrace life now and into the future.  Anyone needing to find a 
way to talk about ultimate plans and hopes with their loved ones – with their parents, children, spouses, 
friends.  Anyone wanting to be better equipped to face the complex array of issues and feelings about dying 
and the decision-making that surrounds changing medical, personal, spiritual, and financial needs. 

Don’t worry that the class will be morbid.  It won’t be.  We’ll have plenty of opportunities to laugh, even 
as we deal with serious issues.  

Contact the church office (229-1771) to get a book and sign up now.  Want to know more?  Contact Rev. 
Helen Casey-Rutland (229-1771 x357) or hcasey-rutland@williamsburgumc.org.  

mailto:hcasey-rutland@williamsburgumc.org
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Four young men from Troop 103 were awarded Eagle Scout medals during two Honor Court 
ceremonies.  Dalton Mitchell, Will Friedrichs, Chris Monahan and Chris Cordasco earned scouting's 
highest honor.  To achieve the rank of Eagle, a scout must earn at least 21 merit badges (13 of 
which are required merit badges), demonstrate scouting ideals of service and leadership, hold 
positions of leadership in the troop and organize and lead a community service project.  Congrat-
ulations to all four young men! 

Troop 103 recently camped at Carter's Grove, the first time Troop 103 has camped at that 
location in more than 50 years.  Carter's Grove has been closed to the public since 2003. 

Troop 103 hosted a Webelos Night to recruit boys to join the troop.  Although participation in 
this event was not required to join the troop, the evening introduced young men to the scouting 
program.  If you know of a young man who might be interested in participating in camping, high 
adventure and other scouting events, contact Scoutmaster Doug Marty or me. 

Pack 103 continues to be a very active organization, including hiking and other outdoor activi-
ties.  The pack recently held a special Blue and Gold event on Friday, February 20 in Fellowship 
Hall.  

Venturers Troop 103 is planning their events for the spring and summer.  The young men and 
women in this troop concentrate on a sailing program.  Contact Rick Hillyer or Bill Herman for 
more information. 

All of our scouting organizations participated in Scouting Sunday at our worship service on 
February 8.  Thanks to all of the leaders and scouts for joining us on that special Sunday. 

 

Bob Spencer 
Chartering Organization Representative 

SCOUT NEWS 


